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Thank you Mr. President.

25 years after the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, a majority of
States are still failing to fulfill their immediate human rights obligation to prohibit and
eliminate all violence against children. It is an indictment of the UN human rights system
that progress remains scattered and slow.

Meanwhile, there is a growing body of scientific evidence that demonstrates that
exposure to violence and stress, especially at a very young age, provokes irreversible
brain damage on children.

Violence is also both cause and consequence of social exclusion and discrimination; it is
a marker of children’s inequality and powerlessness.

Lastly, violence against children has huge costs on societies and nations. A recent study
by National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC)1 calculated that
sexual abuse of children in the UK costs annually between 1.6 and 3.2 billion British
Pounds (costs to health, child protection and the criminal justice system as well as
reduced economic productivity).

We all know what needs to be done to end violence against children; in particular:

1. Enact and ensure enforcement of laws that ban all forms of violence including all

corporal punishment of children;

2. Invest in prevention in all contexts in which children live, play and learn and
support parents, care givers and teachers in their child rearing and education
roles;

Establish and resource a well trained workforce of social workers;

4. Raise awareness, break the silence regarding violence against children and
challenge social norms that justify it;

5. Effectively listen to children, provide anonymous and confidential reporting and
work with them to identify and apply solutions to eradicate violence;

6. Bring perpetrators to justice and end impunity.
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Governments must act now. Today’s debate is an opportunity to seal a global
commitment for children. The next important occasion is the global agenda that will
replace the current MDGs as of 2015.

We appeal to the Human Rights Council, its members and observers, to call on the
Secretary-General of the UN to include in his forthcoming synthesis report an
unequivocal stand for the elimination of all forms of violence against children, as a
target that is possible, achievable and a cornerstone of any sustainable development for
the generations to come.

Thank you

! Aliya Saied-Tessier, Estimating the costs of child sexual abuse in the UK, NSPCC, July 2014.



